BBI-ANG-P18E-Cultures of Europe 1.



           Teacher: Eszter Tory

Time: 12:00-13:30





           email: gilisztus@gmail.com

Place: Room 308 

Course requirements:
Two written exams in the middle and at the end of the semester.

Rome and Greece, the Bible

(Lesson 1- 11th October 2012)

”Western”/European culture
· Sources: ’Greco-Roman’ and ’Jewish-Christian’ (the Bible)

· Europe and religion: 

· Medieval Europe: Christianity everywhere 

· Early Modern Age, 16th c.: Protestantism, reforms/changes in religious matters

· 18th c.: Enlightenment – scepticism, deism, atheism

· late 19th c. Nietzsche: ’God is dead’

· 20th-21st c. religious faith is more and more a private issue
CLASSICAL  ANTIQUITY
· First Olympic Games (776 BC)

· The city of Rome (753 BC)

· Mythology: gods and 


goddesses (Greek → Roman)

· Greek culture: warriors and merchants


 – Troy vs Greek army (Homer’s Iliad),


 Odysseus’ travels (Homer’s The Odyssey)

· Democracy (5th c, BC, Athens), drama, philosophy, science

· The Roman Republic → The Roman Empire (most of Europe): art, philosophy, law 

· Fall of the Western Roman Empire (476 AD)

Periods

· Ancient Greece and Rome, the Bible (776 BC-476 AD)

· Middle Ages: Age of Chivalry (5th c- 15th c.)

· Renaissance (15th-16th c.)

· Baroque (17th-18th c.)

· The Enlightenment – 18th c.

· 19th c. Romanticism and Realism

· Late 19th c. Art Nouveau, decadence, etc.

· 20th c. Modernism

· Postmodernism (late 20th-21st c.)

GREEK and ROMAN GODS/GODDESSES
	Greek

	Roman

	Description


	Zeus
	Jupiter
	Lord of the sky and supreme ruler of the gods. Known for throwing lightening bolts. 


	Poseidon
	Neptune
	Ruler of the sea. Brother of Zeus. Carried a three-pronged spear known as a trident.


	Hades
	Pluto
	Ruler of the underworld and the dead. Brother of Zeus. Had a helmet which rendered its wearer invisible.


	Hera
	Juno
	Zeus's wife and sister. Protector of marriage, spent most of her time punishing the many women Zeus fell in love with. Likes cows and peacocks.


	Ares
	Mars
	God of war and son of Zeus and Hera. Likes vultures and dogs.


	Athena
	Minerva
	Daughter of Zeus alone. No mother. She sprang from his head full-grown and in full armour. The protector of civilized life, handicrafts, and agriculture. Invented the bridle, and first to tame the horse. Likes Athens, olives, and owls.


	Apollo
	Apollo
	Son of Zeus. Master musician, archer god, healer, god of light, god of truth, sun god. A busy god who likes the laurel tree, dolphins, and crows. 


	Aphrodite
	Venus
	Daughter of Zeus. Goddess of Love and Beauty. Likes the myrtle tree, doves, sparrows, and swans.


	Hermes
	Mercury
	Son of Zeus. Wore wings on his sandals and his hat, thus was graceful and swift.


	Artemis
	Diana
	Apollo's twin sister and daughter of Zeus. Lady of wild things and huntsman to the gods. As Apollo is the Sun, Artemis is the moon.


	Hephaestus
	Vulcan
	Son of Hera, God of Fire. The only ugly and deformed god. Makes armour and weapons forged under volcanoes.


			
	Demeter
	Ceres
	Goddess of grain.


	Dionysus
	Bacchus
	God of wine and vegetation.


	Eros
	Cupid
	God of love.



	


Myths and tales of Ancient Greece
anthropomorphic polytheism (a lot of gods/goddesses – immortal but with human emotions, feelings)

12 Olympian Gods and Goddesses (The Mount of Olympus)

Semi-gods and spirits: Furies, Fates, Muses, Nymphs, Sirens

Monsters: centaurs, Cyclopes, satyrs, etc.

Heroes (semi-gods): Heracles, Perseus, Achilles (Trojan War), Odysseus

· Heracles-warrior/son of Zeus
· Leda and the Swan- wife of Sparta’s king, seduced by Zeus as a swan( Helen of Troy
· Troy (Achilles, Helen, Paris)

The war originated from a quarrel between the goddesses Athena, Hera, and Aphrodite, after Eris, the goddess of strife and discord, gave them a golden apple, marked "for the fairest". 

Paris judged/decided that Aphrodite, as the "fairest", should get the apple, because  Aphrodite made Helen, the most beautiful of all women (but a wife already) fall in love with Paris, who took her to Troy. 
Agamemnon, king of Mycenae and the brother of Helen's husband Menelaus, led an expedition of Achaean troops to Troy and besieged the city for ten years because of Paris' action.
· Odyssey- 10 years of roaming on the sea-meanwhile adventures with the cyclops, the sirens and so on.
The Bible


the sacred book of the Jewish and Christian religions (’books’, canonised in the 1st c. AD)

2 parts: OLD AND NEW COVENANT (covenant: an ”agreement/treaty” between God and his  ”chosen nation” – Jews in the Old Covenant, Christians through Christ’s sacrifice)

Stories: Genesis, Moses, David and Goliath, Daniel and the lions, Joseph and his dreams, Abraham and Isaac, the prophets

Jesus: nativity, teachings, passion and the apostles, the apocalypse (Day of Judgement)

· The Fall of Man (from the Bible, Genesis chapter 3.)
Adam and Eve live at first with God in a paradise(Garden of Eden), but the serpent/snake tempts them into eating the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, which God forbade. (You mustn’t eat!!)After doing so they become ashamed of their nakedness and God consequently expelled (go away!!)them from paradise.

· The Flood and Noah’s Ark
Noah saves himself, his family, and a remnant of all the world's animals (a male and female of each species) when God decides to destroy the world because of mankind's evil deeds(actions).  God gives Noah detailed instructions for building the ark e.g. it should be made out of gopher wood.

· The Tower of Babel (from the Book of Genesis)
a united humanity of the generations following the Great Flood, speaking a single language and migrating from the east, came to the land of Shinar, where they decided to build a city with a tower "with its top in the heavens... lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the Earth".

God came down to see what they did and said: "They are one people and have one language, and nothing will be withheld from them which they purpose to do." (from what they want to do”. So God scattered them upon the face of the Earth, and confused their languages, and they left off building the city, which was called Babel "because God there confounded the language of all the Earth".

· Last Supper (Jesus Christ)
the final meal that Jesus(the Son of God) shared with his apostles in Jerusalem before his crucifixion

· Crucificxion of Christ
occured during the 1st century AD

Jesus/Messiah was arrested, tried and sentenced by the Romans to be scourged and finally executed on a cross.

referred to as the Passion, Jesus’ redemptive suffering and death by crucifixion –major points of Christian theology, including the doctrines of salvation and antonement.

· The Incredulity of Saint Thomas(Caravaggio) ( = disbelief)
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed”
Homework
GREEK NAMES: Artemis, Aphrodite, Apollo, Pallas Athena, Zeus, Hera, Hades, Poseidon, Demeter, Dyonisos, Hephaestos, Hermes 

ROMAN NAMES: Jupiter, Minerva, Mercury, Juno, Vulcan, Diana, Apollo, Ceres, Bacchus, Venus, Pluto, Neptune

”TASKS”: sea, hunting and virginity, love, marriage, home and hearth, underworld, earth/crops, smiths and metallurgy, thieves and a messenger, poetry and the sun, wisdom and defence of cities, ruling and lightning, wine

	Greek name
	Roman name
	”tasks”
	Attributes

	
	
	
	throne, lightning, eagle

	
	
	
	lyre, sun-wagon

	
	
	
	bow and arrow, hunting dogs, moon

	
	
	
	Peacock

	
	
	
	armory, weapons

	
	
	
	a stick with a snake on it, a hat and sandals with wings

	
	
	
	helmet and weapons, owl

	
	
	
	trident, sea animals

	
	
	
	black horses

	
	
	
	doves, swans, shell

	
	
	
	hammer and anvil, crutches

	
	
	
	wheat, sickle


