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recap: vowel categories

recap: vowel categories

checked vowels: only before consonant

i e a @ o u

KIT DRESS TRAP STRUT LOT FOOT
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recap: vowel categories

recap: vowel categories

checked vowels: only before consonant

i e a @ o u

KIT DRESS TRAP STRUT LOT FOOT

R vowels: also word finally

i: e: a: @: o: u:

NEAR SQUARE START NURSE FORCE CURE
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recap: vowel categories

recap: vowel categories

checked vowels: only before consonant

i e a @ o u

KIT DRESS TRAP STRUT LOT FOOT

R vowels: also word finally

i: e: a: @: o: u:

NEAR SQUARE START NURSE FORCE CURE

free vowels: even before vowel

ij ej aj aw @w oj uw

FLEECE FACE PRICE MOUTH GOAT CHOICE GOOSE
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

rhotic and nonrhotic accents

GA CUBE
rush r@S r@S

brush br@S br@S

burrow b@row b@r@w

burp b@rp b@:p

blur bl@r bl@:

blurred bl@rd bl@:d

blurring bl@rIN bl@:riN

blur out bl@r awt bl@:r awt
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

rhotic and nonrhotic accents

GA CUBE
rush r@S r@S

brush br@S br@S

burrow b@row b@r@w

burp b@rp b@:p

blur bl@r bl@:

blurred bl@rd bl@:d

blurring bl@rIN bl@:riN

blur out bl@r awt bl@:r awt

rhotic accents

in General American (GA) all Rs of the
spelling are pronounced
(R = spelled R, /r/ = pronounced /r/)
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

rhotic and nonrhotic accents

GA CUBE
rush r@S r@S

brush br@S br@S

burrow b@row b@r@w

burp b@rp b@:p

blur bl@r bl@:

blurred bl@rd bl@:d

blurring bl@rIN bl@:riN

blur out bl@r awt bl@:r awt

rhotic accents

in General American (GA) all Rs of the
spelling are pronounced
(R = spelled R, /r/ = pronounced /r/)

nonrhotic accents

in CUBE some Rs are pronounced as /r/
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

rhotic and nonrhotic accents

GA CUBE
rush r@S r@S

brush br@S br@S

burrow b@row b@r@w

burp b@rp b@:p

blur bl@r bl@:

blurred bl@rd bl@:d

blurring bl@rIN bl@:riN

blur out bl@r awt bl@:r awt

rhotic accents

in General American (GA) all Rs of the
spelling are pronounced
(R = spelled R, /r/ = pronounced /r/)

nonrhotic accents

in CUBE some Rs are pronounced as /r/,
some are replaced by /:/ (length)
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

rhotic and nonrhotic accents

GA CUBE
rush r@S r@S

brush br@S br@S

burrow b@row b@r@w

burp b@rp b@:p

blur bl@r bl@:

blurred bl@rd bl@:d

blurring bl@rIN bl@:riN

blur out bl@r awt bl@:r awt

rhotic accents

in General American (GA) all Rs of the
spelling are pronounced
(R = spelled R, /r/ = pronounced /r/)

nonrhotic accents

in CUBE some Rs are pronounced as /r/,
some are replaced by /:/ (length); in
some both /:/ and /r/ occur
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

rhotic and nonrhotic accents

GA CUBE
rush r@S r@S

brush br@S br@S

burrow b@row b@r@w

burp b@rp b@:p

blur bl@r bl@:

blurred bl@rd bl@:d

blurring bl@rIN bl@:riN

blur out bl@r awt bl@:r awt

rhotic accents

in General American (GA) all Rs of the
spelling are pronounced
(R = spelled R, /r/ = pronounced /r/)

nonrhotic accents

in CUBE some Rs are pronounced as /r/,
some are replaced by /:/ (length); in
some both /:/ and /r/ occur

rural rhotic
accents in
England in
the 1950s
(Orton & al.
1962–1971)

rhotic dialects
in England in
the late 20th
c. (Trudgill
2000)

nonrhotic
pronuncia-
tions among
whites in the
USA (Labov,
Ash, &
Boberg 2006)
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

compensatory lengthening (CL)

◦ ◦ ◦ ◦

| | | |

b @ r p

1. [r] pronounced in rhotic English
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

compensatory lengthening (CL)

◦ ◦ ◦ ◦

| | |

b @ r p

1. [r] pronounced in rhotic English

2. in nonrhotic English

a. [r] not followed by vowel delinks
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

compensatory lengthening (CL)

◦ ◦ ◦ ◦

| |ր |

b @ r p

1. [r] pronounced in rhotic English

2. in nonrhotic English

a. [r] not followed by vowel delinks
b. preceding vowel takes its place
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presence and absence of R rhotic and nonrhotic accents

compensatory lengthening (CL)

◦ ◦ ◦ ◦

| |ր |

b @ r p

1. [r] pronounced in rhotic English

2. in nonrhotic English

a. [r] not followed by vowel delinks
b. preceding vowel takes its place

the loss of [r] is compensated for by the lengthening of the preceding vowel
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

other short vowels before R

R# RC RV
car ka: card ka:d carrot kar@t







vanilla CLor o: lord lo:d lorry lorij

blur bl@: Kurd k@:d hurry h@rij






NURSE-merger + CLher h@: herd h@:d herring heriN

stir st@: skirt sk@:t spirit spirit

◮ vowel quality changes in the last two cases (unless R is followed by V)
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

other short vowels before R

R# RC RV
car ka: card ka:d carrot kar@t







vanilla CLor o: lord lo:d lorry lorij

blur bl@: Kurd k@:d hurry h@rij






NURSE-merger + CLher h@: herd h@:d herring heriN

stir st@: skirt sk@:t spirit spirit

◮ vowel quality changes in the last two cases (unless R is followed by V)

◮ this is called the NURSE merger
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

other short vowels before R

R# RC RV
car ka: card ka:d carrot kar@t







vanilla CLor o: lord lo:d lorry lorij

blur bl@: Kurd k@:d hurry h@rij






NURSE-merger + CLher h@: herd h@:d herring heriN

stir st@: skirt sk@:t spirit spirit

◮ vowel quality changes in the last two cases (unless R is followed by V)

◮ this is called the NURSE merger
◮ NURSE is the name of @:
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

other short vowels before R

R# RC RV
car ka: card ka:d carrot kar@t







vanilla CLor o: lord lo:d lorry lorij

blur bl@: Kurd k@:d hurry h@rij






NURSE-merger + CLher h@: herd h@:d herring heriN

stir st@: skirt sk@:t spirit spirit

◮ vowel quality changes in the last two cases (unless R is followed by V)

◮ this is called the NURSE merger
◮ NURSE is the name of @:
◮ formerly different vowels (@ e i) merge in @:
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

other short vowels before R

R# RC RV
car kA: card kA:d carrot kar@t







vanilla CLor o: lord lo:d lorry lOrij

blur bl@: Kurd k@:d hurry h@rij






NURSE-merger + CLher h@: herd h@:d herring heriN

stir st@: skirt sk@:t spirit spirit

◮ vowel quality changes in the last two cases (unless R is followed by V)

◮ this is called the NURSE merger
◮ NURSE is the name of @:
◮ formerly different vowels (@ e i) merge in @:

◮ (in fact, there is some quality change in the first two cases too:
see next slide)
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

other short vowels before R

R# RC RV
car ka: card ka:d carrot kar@t







vanilla CLor o: lord lo:d lorry lorij

blur bl@: Kurd k@:d hurry h@rij






NURSE-merger + CLher h@: herd h@:d herring heriN

stir st@: skirt sk@:t spirit spirit

◮ vowel quality changes in the last two cases (unless R is followed by V)

◮ this is called the NURSE merger
◮ NURSE is the name of @:
◮ formerly different vowels (@ e i) merge in @:

◮ (in fact, there is some quality change in the first two cases too:
see next slide)

◮ words with a short V + r + V (last column) are CARROT words
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

comparing accents (narrow transcription)

control SSE GA BE SSE GA BE
cat kat car kar kA~ kA: card kard kA~d kA:d

lot lOt or Or O~ o: lord lOrd lO~d lo:d

bluff bl@f blur bl@r bl@~ bl@: Kurd k@rd k@~d k@:d

hen hEn her hEr h@~ h@: herd hErd h@~d h@:d

still stIl stir stIr st@~ st@: skirt skIrt sk@~t sk@:t
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

comparing accents (narrow transcription)

control SSE GA BE SSE GA BE
cat kat car kar kA~ kA: card kard kA~d kA:d

lot lOt or Or O~ o: lord lOrd lO~d lo:d

bluff bl@f blur bl@r bl@~ bl@: Kurd k@rd k@~d k@:d

hen hEn her hEr h@~ h@: herd hErd h@~d h@:d

still stIl stir stIr st@~ st@: skirt skIrt sk@~t sk@:t

◮ the [r] withers gradually: it is “strong” in SSE, “weak” in GA, absent in BE
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

comparing accents (narrow transcription)

control SSE GA BE SSE GA BE
cat kat car kar kA~ kA: card kard kA~d kA:d

lot lOt or Or O~ o: lord lOrd lO~d lo:d

bluff bl@f blur bl@r bl@~ bl@: Kurd k@rd k@~d k@:d

hen hEn her hEr h@~ h@: herd hErd h@~d h@:d

still stIl stir stIr st@~ st@: skirt skIrt sk@~t sk@:t

◮ the [r] withers gradually: it is “strong” in SSE, “weak” in GA, absent in BE

◮ the preceding vowel is unaffected in SSE, in most cases altered in GA and BE
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

comparing accents (narrow transcription)

control SSE GA BE SSE GA BE
cat kat car kar kA~ kA: card kard kA~d kA:d

lot lOt or Or O~ o: lord lOrd lO~d lo:d

bluff bl@f blur bl@r bl@~ bl@: Kurd k@rd k@~d k@:d

hen hEn her hEr h@~ h@: herd hErd h@~d h@:d

still stIl stir stIr st@~ st@: skirt skIrt sk@~t sk@:t

◮ the [r] withers gradually: it is “strong” in SSE, “weak” in GA, absent in BE

◮ the preceding vowel is unaffected in SSE, in most cases altered in GA and BE

◮ wrt R, SSE is most conservative, GA is intermediate, BE is most advanced
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vowels before R historical short vowels before R

comparing accents (narrow transcription)

control SSE GA BE SSE GA BE
cat kat car kar kA~ kA: card kard kA~d kA:d

lot lOt or Or O~ o: lord lOrd lO~d lo:d

bluff bl@f blur bl@r bl@~ bl@: Kurd k@rd k@~d k@:d

hen hEn her hEr h@~ h@: herd hErd h@~d h@:d

still stIl stir stIr st@~ st@: skirt skIrt sk@~t sk@:t

◮ the [r] withers gradually: it is “strong” in SSE, “weak” in GA, absent in BE

◮ the preceding vowel is unaffected in SSE, in most cases altered in GA and BE

◮ wrt R, SSE is most conservative, GA is intermediate, BE is most advanced

◮ the quality change of the short V before R is called broadening; A:, @:, and o:

are broad vowels
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vowels before R diphthongs before R

diphthongs before R

control R] RC RV
weed wijd queer kwi: weird wi:d weary wi:rij

lute luwt lure lu: Lourdes lu:d lurid lu:rid

cake kejk care ke: scarce ske:s vary ve:rij

vote v@wt fore fo: force fo:s forum fo:r@m

spine spajn spire spaj@ spires spaj@z spiral spajr@l

house haws hour aw@ hours aw@z dowry dawrij

coin kojn coir koj@ — Moira mojr@
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vowels before R diphthongs before R

diphthongs before R

control R] RC RV
weed wijd queer kwi: weird wi:d weary wi:rij

lute luwt lure lu: Lourdes lu:d lurid lu:rid

cake kejk care ke: scarce ske:s vary ve:rij

vote v@wt fore fo: force fo:s forum fo:r@m

spine spajn spire spaj@ spires spaj@z spiral spajr@l

house haws hour aw@ hours aw@z dowry dawrij

coin kojn coir koj@ — Moira mojr@

◮ non-wide diphthongs never occur before R (pronounced or not), but
are replaced by an R vowel
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vowels before R diphthongs before R

diphthongs before R

control R] RC RV
weed wijd queer kwi: weird wi:d weary wi:rij

lute luwt lure lu: Lourdes lu:d lurid lu:rid

cake kejk care ke: scarce ske:s vary ve:rij

vote v@wt fore fo: force fo:s forum fo:r@m

spine spajn spire spaj@ spires spaj@z spiral spajr@l

house haws hour aw@ hours aw@z dowry dawrij

coin kojn coir koj@ — Moira mojr@

◮ non-wide diphthongs never occur before R (pronounced or not), but
are replaced by an R vowel

◮ only wide diphthongs occur before R and only before RV (cf. CARROT)
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vowels before R diphthongs before R

diphthongs before R

control R] RC RV
weed wijd queer kwi: weird wi:d weary wi:rij

lute luwt lure lu: Lourdes lu:d lurid lu:rid

cake kejk care ke: scarce ske:s vary ve:rij

vote v@wt fore fo: force fo:s forum fo:r@m

spine spajn spire spaj@ spires spaj@z spiral spajr@l

house haws hour aw@ hours aw@z dowry dawrij

coin kojn coir koj@ — Moira mojr@

◮ non-wide diphthongs never occur before R (pronounced or not), but
are replaced by an R vowel

◮ only wide diphthongs occur before R and only before RV (cf. CARROT)

◮ in other environments wide diphthongs are followed by /@/ (but see
next slide)

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 8 / 15



breaking and smoothing

development: breaking and smoothing
diphth.+R>breaking>R-loss> glide loss> long V

queer ijr ij@r ij@ i@ i:

lure uwr uw@r uw@ u@ u:

care ejr ej@r ej@ e@ e:

fore owr ow@r ow@ o@ o:

spire ajr aj@r aj@ a@ a:

hour awr aw@r aw@ a@ a:
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breaking and smoothing

development: breaking and smoothing
diphth.+R>breaking>R-loss> glide loss> long V

queer ijr ij@r ij@ i@ i:

lure uwr uw@r uw@ u@ u:

care ejr ej@r ej@ e@ e:

fore owr ow@r ow@ o@ o:

spire ajr aj@r aj@ a@ a:

hour awr aw@r aw@ a@ a:

◮ breaking: insert @ between glide and r
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breaking and smoothing

development: breaking and smoothing
diphth.+R>breaking>R-loss> glide loss> long V

queer ijr ij@r ij@ i@ i:

lure uwr uw@r uw@ u@ u:

care ejr ej@r ej@ e@ e:

fore owr ow@r ow@ o@ o:

spire ajr aj@r aj@ a@ a:

hour awr aw@r aw@ a@ a:

◮ breaking: insert @ between glide and r

◮ smoothing: delete glide between vowel and @ (ij@ > i@, etc.) and fuse
them into a long vowel (i@ > i:, etc.)
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breaking and smoothing

development: breaking and smoothing
diphth.+R>breaking>R-loss> glide loss> long V

queer ijr ij@r ij@ i@ i:

lure uwr uw@r uw@ u@ u:

care ejr ej@r ej@ e@ e:

fore owr ow@r ow@ o@ o:

spire ajr aj@r aj@ a@ a:

hour awr aw@r aw@ a@ a:

◮ breaking: insert @ between glide and r

◮ smoothing: delete glide between vowel and @ (ij@ > i@, etc.) and fuse
them into a long vowel (i@ > i:, etc.)

◮ most British dictionaries indicate different stages of this development
queer kwI@, lure ljU@, care ke@, fore fO:, spire spaI@, hour aU@
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breaking and smoothing

development: breaking and smoothing
diphth.+R>breaking>R-loss> glide loss> long V

queer ijr ij@r ij@ i@ i:

lure uwr uw@r uw@ u@ u:

care ejr ej@r ej@ e@ e:

fore owr ow@r ow@ o@ o:

spire ajr aj@r aj@ a@ a:

hour awr aw@r aw@ a@ a:

◮ breaking: insert @ between glide and r

◮ smoothing: delete glide between vowel and @ (ij@ > i@, etc.) and fuse
them into a long vowel (i@ > i:, etc.)

◮ most British dictionaries indicate different stages of this development
queer kwI@, lure ljU@, care ke@, fore fO:, spire spaI@, hour aU@

◮ Oxford/Wiktionary is a bit more up-to-date: care kE:
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breaking and smoothing

development: breaking and smoothing
diphth.+R>breaking>R-loss> glide loss> long V

queer ijr ij@r ij@ i@ i:

lure uwr uw@r uw@ u@ u:

care ejr ej@r ej@ e@ e:

fore owr ow@r ow@ o@ o:

spire ajr aj@r aj@ a@ a:

hour awr aw@r aw@ a@ a:

◮ breaking: insert @ between glide and r

◮ smoothing: delete glide between vowel and @ (ij@ > i@, etc.) and fuse
them into a long vowel (i@ > i:, etc.)

◮ most British dictionaries indicate different stages of this development
queer kwI@, lure ljU@, care ke@, fore fO:, spire spaI@, hour aU@

◮ Oxford/Wiktionary is a bit more up-to-date: care kE:

◮ CUBE/this course is even more up-to-date
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
◮ royal mail /roj@l mejl/ > [roj@l mej@l] > [ro:l me:l]
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
◮ royal mail /roj@l mejl/ > [roj@l mej@l] > [ro:l me:l]

◮ smoothing:
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
◮ royal mail /roj@l mejl/ > [roj@l mej@l] > [ro:l me:l]

◮ smoothing:
◮ idea /ajdij@/ > [ajdi:]

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 10 / 15



breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
◮ royal mail /roj@l mejl/ > [roj@l mej@l] > [ro:l me:l]

◮ smoothing:
◮ idea /ajdij@/ > [ajdi:]
◮ mayor /mej@/ > [me:]
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
◮ royal mail /roj@l mejl/ > [roj@l mej@l] > [ro:l me:l]

◮ smoothing:
◮ idea /ajdij@/ > [ajdi:]
◮ mayor /mej@/ > [me:]
◮ Himalayas /him@lej@z/ > [him@le:z]
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
◮ royal mail /roj@l mejl/ > [roj@l mej@l] > [ro:l me:l]

◮ smoothing:
◮ idea /ajdij@/ > [ajdi:]
◮ mayor /mej@/ > [me:]
◮ Himalayas /him@lej@z/ > [him@le:z]
◮ lion /laj@n/ > [la:n]
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breaking and smoothing breaking and smoothing without R

breaking and smoothing without R

◮ breaking before /l/: feel [fij@l], fail [fej@l], file [faj@l], foil [foj@l]

◮ breaking and smoothing:
◮ royal mail /roj@l mejl/ > [roj@l mej@l] > [ro:l me:l]

◮ smoothing:
◮ idea /ajdij@/ > [ajdi:]
◮ mayor /mej@/ > [me:]
◮ Himalayas /him@lej@z/ > [him@le:z]
◮ lion /laj@n/ > [la:n]
◮ diamond /daj@m@nd/ > [da:m@nd]/[dajm@nd]
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◮ Himalayas /him@lej@z/ > [him@le:z]
◮ lion /laj@n/ > [la:n]
◮ diamond /daj@m@nd/ > [da:m@nd]/[dajm@nd]
◮ vowel /vaw@l/ > [va:l]
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hiatus

an apparent problem

blurring bl@:riN, guitarist gita:rist

if the long vowel is due to the loss of R and CL, how can there be
an(other) r in such words (ignore the spelling!)
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an apparent problem

blurring bl@:riN, guitarist gita:rist

if the long vowel is due to the loss of R and CL, how can there be
an(other) r in such words (ignore the spelling!)

all word-final Rs are lost

the r in these words is not the historical/etymological R of blur or guitar, it
is epenthetic (= inserted from “outside”), to repair hiatus
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hiatus

hiatus: vowel + vowel

recall, only diphthongs occur before another vowel
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hiatus: vowel + vowel

recall, only diphthongs occur before another vowel — that is, within a word

at the end of a word

◮ short/checked vowels do not occur (except unstressed /@/, see later)

◮ long/R vowels do occur, which may result in hiatus
◮ blur it bl@: + it
◮ thawing To: + iN
◮ guitarist gita: + ist
◮ care of ke: + ov
◮ dear Anne di: + an
◮ picturesque piktS@ + esk

◮ diphthongs occur word finally, but that’s okay, since they may occur
before a vowel
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hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 13 / 15



hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 13 / 15



hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

◮ guitarist gita:rist, starry sta:rij, François Hollande fronswa:rolond

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 13 / 15



hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

◮ guitarist gita:rist, starry sta:rij, François Hollande fronswa:rolond

◮ care of ke:rov, stare at ste:rat, hairy he:rij

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 13 / 15



hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

◮ guitarist gita:rist, starry sta:rij, François Hollande fronswa:rolond

◮ care of ke:rov, stare at ste:rat, hairy he:rij

◮ dear Anne di:ran, cheering tSi:riN, idea of ajdi:rov

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 13 / 15



hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

◮ guitarist gita:rist, starry sta:rij, François Hollande fronswa:rolond

◮ care of ke:rov, stare at ste:rat, hairy he:rij

◮ dear Anne di:ran, cheering tSi:riN, idea of ajdi:rov

◮ picturesque piktS@resk, vanilla ice v@nil@rajs, Sir Elton s@relt@n

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 13 / 15



hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

◮ guitarist gita:rist, starry sta:rij, François Hollande fronswa:rolond

◮ care of ke:rov, stare at ste:rat, hairy he:rij

◮ dear Anne di:ran, cheering tSi:riN, idea of ajdi:rov

◮ picturesque piktS@resk, vanilla ice v@nil@rajs, Sir Elton s@relt@n

note

old-school grammarians distinguish between
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◮ “linking” R: occurs in rhotic accents too and in spelling
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hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

◮ guitarist gita:rist, starry sta:rij, François Hollande fronswa:rolond

◮ care of ke:rov, stare at ste:rat, hairy he:rij

◮ dear Anne di:ran, cheering tSi:riN, idea of ajdi:rov

◮ picturesque piktS@resk, vanilla ice v@nil@rajs, Sir Elton s@relt@n

note

old-school grammarians distinguish between

◮ “linking” R: occurs in rhotic accents too and in spelling

◮ “intrusive” R: does not occur in rhotic accents or in spelling
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hiatus

hiatus filling

◮ blur it bl@:rit, preferring prif@:riN, stir up st@:r@p

◮ thawing To:riN, four eggs fo:regz, drawer dro:r@

◮ guitarist gita:rist, starry sta:rij, François Hollande fronswa:rolond

◮ care of ke:rov, stare at ste:rat, hairy he:rij

◮ dear Anne di:ran, cheering tSi:riN, idea of ajdi:rov

◮ picturesque piktS@resk, vanilla ice v@nil@rajs, Sir Elton s@relt@n

note

old-school grammarians distinguish between

◮ “linking” R: occurs in rhotic accents too and in spelling

◮ “intrusive” R: does not occur in rhotic accents or in spelling

however, this distinction is linguistically meaningless,
so we will just talk about hiatus-filling or epenthetic r
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mergers

overview of pre-R mergers

checked i e u @ o a

R i: e: u: @: o: a:

free ij ej uw @w oj aj aw
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◮ the NORTH–FORCE merger: for = four

◮ the FORCE–CURE merger: shore = sure

◮ the POOR–CURE split

◮ the START–FIRE–POWER merger: tar = tyre = tower

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 14 / 15



mergers

overview of pre-R mergers

checked i e u @ o a

R i: e: u: @: o: a:

free ij ej uw @w oj aj aw

◮ the NURSE merger: fir = (pre)fer = fur

◮ the NORTH–FORCE merger: for = four

◮ the FORCE–CURE merger: shore = sure

◮ the POOR–CURE split

◮ the START–FIRE–POWER merger: tar = tyre = tower

◮ checked u and the diphthong oj have no R vowel counterpart
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sample exam questions

sample exam question

what does the change theater Tij@t@ > Ti:t@ exemplify?

1. breaking

2. smoothing

3. the NURSE merger

4. the NURSE split
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sample exam question

what does the change theater Tij@t@ > Ti:t@ exemplify?

1. breaking

2. smoothing

3. the NURSE merger

4. the NURSE split

why are there only three broad vowels?

1. because of the NORTH–FORCE merger

2. because there are fewer long than short vowels

3. because broad vowels do not occur before another vowel

4. because of the NURSE merger

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 15 / 15



sample exam questions

sample exam question

what does the change theater Tij@t@ > Ti:t@ exemplify?

1. breaking

2. smoothing

3. the NURSE merger

4. the NURSE split

why are there only three broad vowels?

1. because of the NORTH–FORCE merger

2. because there are fewer long than short vowels

3. because broad vowels do not occur before another vowel

4. because of the NURSE merger

szigetvári (delg) fop 5: vowels and R 15 / 15


	recap: vowel categories
	presence and absence of R
	rhotic and nonrhotic accents

	vowels before R
	historical short vowels before R
	diphthongs before R

	breaking and smoothing
	breaking and smoothing without R

	hiatus

