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outline

1. the vowel inventory of (British) English
2. categorization of vowels

3. why diphthongs must be VC

4. why diphthongs are thought to be VV

5. long vowels as VC



vowel categories by distribution

C # vV
1. KIT, DRESS, TRAP, STRUT, LOT, FOOT v X X — checked
2. NEAR, SQUARE, START, NURSE, FORCE, CURE v v X —R

3. FLEECE, FACE, PRICE, MOUTH, GOAT, CHOICE, GOOSE v v vV — free
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systems that miscategorize

Gimson 1962

1. checked vowels: 1 e @ A b v =short vowels
2. Rvowels: 18 ea a: 3: 2: va =long vowels and centring diphthongs

3. free vowels: i: er ar av au 91 u: =long vowels and closing diphthongs

Giegerich 1992 (» Gimson without :)

1. checked vowels 1 € a A b v = lax(?) vowels
2. Rvowels: 18 €2 a 3 2 va = lax(?) vowels and centring diphthongs

3. free vowels: i e ar av o 291 u = tense vowels and closing diphthongs
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a properly categorizing system

Lindsey 2012

1. checked vowels: 1 € a @ o & =short vowels
2.Rvowels: 1: €: a: a: o: s&: =longvowels

3. free vowels: 1j €j aj aw aw oj uw = diphthongs

notes

e Sweet 1900 has FLEECE ij and GOOSE uw

e FORCE o0s and NORTH o: have merged “between” Sweet 1900 and Jones 1918
e SQUARE ea has also monophthongized, but there was no merger

e CURE ua has monophthongized and merged with FORCE for many

e NEAR ia is intensively monophthongizing
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the inventory

checked

KIT i
DRESS e
TRAP a
STRUT =
LOT 0
FOOT u

Szigetvari, Péter. 2022-02-02. Are there diphthongs in English?

R
NEAR
SQUARE
START

NURSE
FORCE
CURE

free
FLEECE
FACE
PRICE
MOUTH
GOAT
CHOICE
GOOSE

1]
eJ
aj
aw
ow
0]

uw



why free vowels must be VC

1. epenthesis
2. hiatus filling
3. vowel + glide sequences

4. the distribution of weak vowels
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epenthesis in English

simp<a>1l ~ simpls, rid<e>m ~ ridmik , fit<e>d, fif<e>z, g<e>nuw, ab<a>1lijt
fij<o>1 ~ fijlin, pej<a>l ~ pejle, maj<s>1 ~ majlid3, foj<e>1 ~ fojlids
waj<a>F ~ vajras, koj<e>F ~mojra, flaw<e>F ~ dawrij ( F is lost in nonrhotic E)
other accents: fil<e>m, gor<ae>1, naw<a>n, faw<e>1, faw<e>1l, fuw<a>1l

= free vowels pattern with vowel + consonant sequences

simple(r), rhythm(ic), fitted, fishes, gnu, athlete
feel(ing), pale(r), mile(age), foil(age)

wire~virus, coir~Moira, flour~dowry;

film, girl, known, foul, foal, fool
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hiatus filling

checked vowels

do not occur word finally

R vowels (and unstressed 9)

boring bo: + in — bo:rin
drawing dro: + in — dro:rin
picturesque piktfsa + esk — pikt[aresk

Kafkaesque kafka + esk — kafkaresk
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hiatus filling

free vowels

seeing sij + in — sijin (" sijjin)
payee pej + ij — pejij (" pejjij)
higher haj + 8 — haja (* hajja ) (= hire)
boyish boj + if — bojif (* bojjif )
Taoist taw + ist — tawist (¥ tawwist )
lower law + 8 — 1lawa (¥ lawwa )

gluey gluw + ij — gluwij (* gluwwij )

no hiatus filling after diphthongs = no hiatus after diphthongs, ie these words do not end in a

vowel, but in a consonant
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VG(lide) sequences that exist

weak (=short) vowel + glide

beyond bijoénd , reward riwé:d , away awéj , Mallorca majo:ka

R vowel + glide

narwhal na:wal , Gerwig ga:wig , Norway né:wej , fedayeen fada:jijn,

lawyer lo:ja ~ loje

free vowel (= diphthong) + glide

Taiwan tajwén , Ewok ijwok , kiwi kijwij , alleluia aliluwja , oyez awjéz
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VG sequences that do not exist (= are very rare)

checked vowel + glide

Dewi déwij

ij/ej/aj/o0oj+j, aw/aw/uw+w

sukiyaki suwkijja:kij , Beowulf béjawwulf (compoundsor -ija:-, -awu- ?)
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why are some vowel + glide sequences missing?

checked vowel + glide sequences are analysed as diphthongs

neon nijon , crayon kréjon , lion 1ajan , vowel vawal , royal rojsl , poem pawam , fuel

fjawal

1j/ej/aj/0]J+], aw/aw/uw+w do not exist

because they would constitute a geminate consonant
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are these meaningfully different?
beyond bijénd and Sion sijon
(LPD bz jond also bi: 'ond ())vs si'p = si'on)

Ottawa 6tawa and Genoa d3énaws

(LPD 'ptews vs 'd3enaus )

put it away, sis -awéjsis and this is an oasis -awéjsis

(LPD a'weIsis vs au' eISIs )
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weak (= unstressed) vowels

i asin intent intént , vanish véani|

9 asin offend afénd , Venus vijnas , vicar vika

u as in volume voljum (also véljuwm )

ij asin create krijéjt , happy hapij

ow as in obey awbéj (also abéj ), Genoa d3zénawa , NATO néjtaw

uw as in unite juwnajt (also junajt ), jaguar dzagjuws , value valjuw

other vowels may not be weak:

e checked e, a, o
e free €j, aj, aw, 0]
e R i:, e:, a:, @:, 0:, uU:
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vowel unstressability: quality

(14 bo L
nonlow i 3 u

“nonhigh” e a o
the unstressability of a vowel is related to sonority (= vowel height, cf Kenstowicz 1997)

“nonlow”  1ij ow uw

“nonhigh” ej aj, aw 0]

the unstressability of ij, aw, uw follows from the unstressability of i, a, u

(especially if ij = i + j,etc)
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vowel unstressability more generally

“nonhigh V” “nonlow V” consonant
stressable stressable not stressable
not unstressable unstressable unstressable
a, e, o 9, 1, u r, L, m, n,...
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variation in weak position

1~9,U~3d

e ticket tikit ~ tikat , purchase pa:tfis ~ pa:tfas

e accurate akjurat ~ akjerat , fortune fé:tfu(w)n ~ foé:tf[an

1 is retained before palatal and velar C

e manage manid3 , ostrich 6strit| , punish panif , panic panik , happy hapij (!)

U is retained before labial C

e volume véljuwm , véljum ; value valjuw (!) (weakly supported by data)
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vowel unstressability: quantity

V$ > VCS, VV$

taboo tabuw vs bamboo bambuw , Corfu ké:faw ; begin bigin vs Berlin ba:1lin
bamboo furniture, Corfu Protocol; Bérlin Wall
platoon platuwn vs pontoon poéntuwn , cartoon ka:tawn

pontoon bridge, Cartoon Nétwork

VC$ > VV$

contend kanténd vs quartet kwé:tét , torment té:mént

quartet table, torment mice

V$ > VCS$ > VVS$ (cf Hayes 1995)
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weak “diphthongs”

juw (> Ju > Ja /C)

stimulate stimjuwléjt ~ -mju- ~ -mjo- ;stimulus™ stimjuwlas ~ -mju- ~ -mjo-
aw (> @ / C)
advocaat advawka: ~ advaka: ; advocate adva*(w)kat

ij (< i /{v,#}), *ij C!
create krijéjt ; happy hapij

HAPPY tensing is an odd development if ij is a diphthong: fortition in weak position
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the distribution of weak “diphthongs”

_CC _Cv _C# _CV _# _V |history

ij X X X X v v i> ij (HAPPY tensing)

ow X X X % v VvV  aw > 9

uw X X % % v vV uw > U

e v = weak vowel, V = strong vowel

o if C# is extrametrical, j and w adds to the weight of the syllable only _C
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» e

btw, “high vowel gliding” is a case of syncope

syncope high vowel gliding
separate, sép(a)rat recipient risip(i)jent
temperate témp(a)rat champion tfamp(i)jan 4
ignorant ign*(a)resnt  igneous ign*(i)jes X

sandarac sand*(a)rak zodiac zewd*(i)jak X
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interim summary

1. V epenthesis between free V and C = free V = VC
no hiatus filling after free V= free V = VC
no checked V + glide = free V is checked V+glide

ij/ej..+3, " uw/aw ..+ w = “geminate = free V = VC

unstressed ij / aw / uw isunstressed i/8/u + j/w

o G A W N

. HAPPY tensing only where j does not add to weight = weak ij is VC (checked vowels
must be followed by C)
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<off> the development of R vowels

short — long by compensatory lengthening (CL)

park park — pa:k, pork pork — po:k, perk park — pa:k

“diphthong” — long by schwa epenthesis, glide loss, coalescence=CL

peer pijr — pijsr — pijs — plsa — pl:
pear pejr — pejar — pejs — pesa — pe:
pyre pajr — pajsar — pajs — pas — pa:
sour sawr — sawar — sawa — sasa — sa:
pore powr — powar — powa —> poa —> po:
poor puwr — puwar — puwa —> pua —> po:

pure pjuwr — pjuwar — pjuwa — pjus — pju: / pjo:
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CL only in stressed position

prefer prifa: vs differ difas

guitar gita: vs vicar vika

grantor granto: VS mirror mira

idea ajdijs — ajdi: vs India indija — * indi:
secure sikjuwsa — sikju: vs jaguar dzagjuws — ¥ d3agju:

since R/long vowels cannot occur unstressed
</off>
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standard counterarguments against free V = VC

e constraints on V and G cooccurrence

e tradition, history, spelling, pandialectalism, lexical alternations

o many current diphthongs are reflexes of ME long vowels ( ej is “long A”)
o ej is often spelled A
o BrE ej vsSSE e

o shade~shadow
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constraints on VG

V ] W

ioir 15 W
e e: e W
a a: aj aw
s o: W ow
o o: oj W
uoour W
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similar constraints on CC

i w3 _w
Kj Kw aj aw
*t] tw ¥ 9] oW
pI  “pw ej Tew

this does not entail that kj , kw, tw, pj are “diphthongs”
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current trend in BrE 1: L “vocalization”

_J
1]
€]

aj

0]

Szigetvari, Péter. 2022-02-02. Are there diphthongs in English?

W

iw bill
ew bell
aw
ow

ow ball

uw



current trend in BrE 2: glide fronting

_J _W
i] iw bill
ej ew bell
aj aw

aj go aw null
0j ow ball

uj two uw fool

Altendorf & Watt 2004:191; Geoff Lindsey voce
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long vowels

e Trager & Bloch (1941) and Trager & Smith (1957) argue that long vowels are Vh

e indeed, h (also r )and : arein complementary distribution (h and r only _V, : only
_Cand _#)

e but :h (geminate) in maharaja ma:hara:d3s , parhelia pa:hijlijs , yahoo jéa:huw,

etc; :r in Amhara amha:ra , glory glé:rij , hero hi:raw, etc
e : isa C with a peculiar distribution (like n)

e “representationalist” proposal: h is “empty” C followed by V, : is empty C not followed
by V
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so the six vowels may be followed by all kinds of C

i i: here
e e: care
a a: car
9 9: fir
0 o: four

u u. sure

_J
1]
eJ
aj
9]
0]

uj

see
say
sigh
so?
soy

sue”?

iw

ew

aw

oW

ow

uw

sill
sell
SOW
sulk
salt

school
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en

an

9N

on

un

sin
hen
scan
sun

swan

10

e0

ab

20

00

uo

myth
meth

math

moth

is

€S

as

9S

0S

us

etc.
hiss
mess
gas
bus
loss

puss
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Combinations of (17) and (IV) with the Simple Vowels.
Pin 1l oy | oy |y [yw [ wi | aw | waw | wiy
yus me ye [— —| will |— —— —| we
Met ¢l ve | ey | yey |yew | we | ew | wew | wey
yet | may | yea |— —| well | —]— =1 way
[Rostrum [u| yu | uy |yuy [yvaw | wy [ uw |wuaw | wuy
M — | e | — — ==
But ul yu | uy |yuy|yuw| wu | uw {wuw | wuy
young | my shy |— —| won |— —|— —| why
Pan al ya | ay | yay |yaw | wa | aw | waw | way
yarmowl ay |— —— —| wag |— -— o i
Park al ya | ay | yay |yaw | wh | hw |whw | why
yard |— e i e e
jtorn o| yo | oy | yoy |yow | wo' | ow |wow | way
york |— wrlp e = ===
ot 0] yo | 0y |[YoO¥ | vow | wo [ oW |wow | woy
yon toy Joy |shower| wan now | woupd huu}'
Hegue || ye | ey | yey | yew | we | cw | wew| we
5 show | —— | —— | show | woe | no | woke |— i
[Fudl | ¥ | iy | yuy | yaw | w | aw |wiw | wiy
yew [— —] —— | you | wool | new | woo |— —

Batchelor 1809
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