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what’s typography?

what’s typography?

typography

is the art of setting written text in type, that is, creating readable texts
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why study typography?

us and typography?

isn’t this a profession (different from ours)?

historically, it is
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◮ author prepares displays: figures, charts, tables, pictures, etc.

◮ text is copyedited (checked for grammar and consistency)

◮ typesetter sets text in type (using lead types or, later, a computer)

◮ typeset text is proofread for typographical and formatting errors

30 years ago. . .

◮ authors were required to submit “manuscripts” in an electronic fomat
(on a floppy disk) so that the publisher saves the costs of retyping it

◮ thus the ideal author had to have more and more typographical
experience
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why study typography?

but isn’t typography trivial?

today typography is available for anyone

any modern desktop and laptop computer is capable of performing
professional typography
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any modern desktop and laptop computer is capable of performing
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◮ authors are tempted to typeset their own work (to have total control
over what it will look like, to produce the “camera-ready” copy)

◮ publishers are tempted to have authors typeset their own work (to
save the costs of typesetting)

the problems are

◮ that most authors have little knowledge of typography

◮ that many word processors make authors believe that typography is a
trivial business
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why study typography?

so why do we have a typography course?

because we want you to be typographically sensitive
readers and writers
◮ who know how to perform simple typographical tasks
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what exactly are we going to study?

resumé

in this series of lectures we will tell you about
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what exactly are we going to study?

x-height
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what exactly are we going to study?

parts of letters
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what exactly are we going to study?

kerning
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what exactly are we going to study?
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what exactly are we going to study?

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Aliquam justo quam, porta
et, lacinia vel, molestie ac,
arcu. Curabitur in urna.
Donec eu sapien. Vestibulum
suscipit. Etiam lorem. Donec
purus. Etiam odio nisi,
semper nec, feugiat eget,
faucibus vel, turpis. Nam
tincidunt placerat felis.
Phasellus ac ante nec nunc
lobortis malesuada. Donec
ac massa. Morbi id tellus.
Cras vel felis. Pellentesque
lacus pede, pretium at,
elementum in, ullamcorper
in, pede. Cras neque nunc,
dapibus ut, sodales sit amet,
cursus at, velit. In vit velit
sit amet metus vulputate
consectetuer. Fusce eu nibh.
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Aliquam justo quam, porta
et, lacinia vel, molestie ac,
arcu. Curabitur in urna.
Donec eu sapien. Vestibulum
suscipit. Etiam lorem. Donec
purus. Etiam odio nisi,
semper nec, feugiat eget,
faucibus vel, turpis. Nam
tincidunt placerat felis.
Phasellus ac ante nec nunc
lobortis malesuada. Donec
ac massa. Morbi id tellus.
Cras vel felis. Pellentesque
lacus pede, pretium at,
elementum in, ullamcorper
in, pede. Cras neque nunc,
dapibus ut, sodales sit amet,
cursus at, velit. In vit velit
sit amet metus vulputate
consectetuer. Fusce eu nibh.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Aliquam justo quam, porta
et, lacinia vel, molestie ac,
arcu. Curabitur in urna. Do-
nec eu sapien. Vestibulum
suscipit. Etiam lorem. Donec
purus. Etiam odio nisi, sem-
per nec, feugiat eget, fauci-
bus vel, turpis. Nam tinci-
dunt placerat felis. Phasel-
lus ac ante nec nunc lobortis
malesuada. Donec ac massa.
Morbi id tellus. Cras vel fe-
lis. Pellentesque lacus pede,
pretium at, elementum in, ul-
lamcorper in, pede. Cras ne-
que nunc, dapibus ut, soda-
les sit amet, cursus at, ve-
lit. In vit velit sit amet me-
tus vulputate consectetuer.
Fusce eu nibh.
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what exactly are we going to study?
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what exactly are we going to study?

the trinity of typography

1. esthetics: what is pleasing for the eye

2. tradition: how people did it before

3. logic: what the content dictates
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how do we get the credit for this course?

assessment

to get the credit for this course

you have to pass the written examination at the end of the term
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this exam is only offered in spring terms

to pass the written examination, you may

◮ attend the lectures, take notes, study them afterwards

◮ study the handouts (downloadable from the course’s home page)

◮ study the extra resources specified in the handouts and the course’s
home page

◮ ask questions from the instructors
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where do we find more information on this course?

URL

course’s web page

http://seas.elte.hu/w/!courses/typography
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