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what's typography?

why study typography?

what exactly are we going to study?
how do we get the credit for this course?

where do we find more information on this course?
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what's typography?

typography

is the art of setting written text in type, that is, creating readable texts
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us and typography?
isn't this a profession (different from ours)?

historically, it is
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isn't this a profession (different from ours)?
historically, it is: 50 years ago published texts were produced taking (at
least) the following steps
> author writes “manuscript” (with a typewriter)
> author prepares displays: figures, charts, tables, pictures, etc.
> text is copyedited (checked for grammar and consistency)
> typesetter sets text in type (using lead types or, later, a computer)

> typeset text is proofread for typographical and formatting errors

30 years ago. ..
> authors were required to submit “manuscripts’ in an electronic fomat
(on a floppy disk) so that the publisher saves the costs of retyping it

» thus the ideal author had to have more and more typographical
experience
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but isn't typography trivial?

today typography is available for anyone

any modern desktop and laptop computer is capable of performing
professional typography
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today typography is available for anyone
any modern desktop and laptop computer is capable of performing
professional typography, as a consequence

> authors are tempted to typeset their own work (to have total control
over what it will look like, to produce the “camera-ready” copy)

> publishers are tempted to have authors typeset their own work (to
save the costs of typesetting)

the problems are

> that most authors have little knowledge of typography

> that many word processors make authors believe that typography is a
trivial business
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why study typography?

so why do we have a typography course?

because we want you to be typographically sensitive
readers and writers

» who know how to perform simple typographical tasks
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what exactly are we going to study?

resumeé

in this series of lectures we will tell you about
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what exactly are we going to study?

parts of letters

counter

terminal
bowl

Fascender

Lol

SPIN€  descender
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The distance from the baseline
of one line of type to another
is called line spacing. 1t is also
called keading, in reference

a lighter, more coler.
Jims'.lpn:in neases Fariher.
the lines of type become ind-
ependent linear elements rather
parts of an overall texture.

10/10 SCALA
10-PX TYPE WITH
10 PX LINE SPACING

This is called “set solid.”
When liries are set this closely
together, the ascenders and
descenders begin to toulch,
an uncomfortable effect.

& szp (delg)

leading

The distance from the baseline
of one line of type to another

is called line spacing. It s also
called leading, in reference

to the sirips of lead used to
separate lines of metal type. The
default setting in most Layout
and imaging software ks slightly
greater than the cap height of
the letters. Expanding this
distance creates a text block with
a lighter, more open colar. As
line spacing increases further,
the lines of type become ind-
ependent linear elements rather
than parts of an overall texture.

10/I2 SCALA
AUTE SPACING, 10-PX TYPE
WITH I2 PX LINE SPACING

In maost page layoul programs,

the defads line spacing
(leading) is 120%, or slightly
greatly than the cap height.

The distance from the baseline
af ene line of type to ancther

is called line spacing, [tis also
called leading, in reference

to the strips of lead used to
separate lines of metal type. The
default setting in most lapout
and imaging software is slightly
greater than the cap height of
the letters Expanding this
distance creates a text block with
a lighter, more open color. As
line spacing increases further,
the lines of type become ind-
ependent linear elements rather
than parts of an overall texture.

1014 SCALA
10-PX TYPE WITH
14 PX LINE SPACING

This colums is set with wider
line spacing (leading} than
the standard default.

The distance from the baseline
of one line of type to another

is called line spacing. [t is also
called leading, in reference

to the swips of lead used to
separate lines of metal type. The
default setting in most layout
and imaging software is slightly
greater than the cap height of
the letters. Expanding this
distance creates a text block with
a lighter, more open calor. As
line spacing increases further,
the lines of type become ind-
ependent linear elements rather
than parts of an overall texture.

1016 SCALA
10-FX TYPE WITH
16 PX LINE SPACING

As the spacing becomes

more extreme, the bock of text
begins to read as separate lines
rather than a shade of gray.
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what exactly are we going to study?
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in this series of lectures we will tell you about

>
>
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the elements of texts, from paragraphs to chapters
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appendixes
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breaking lines to form paragraphs
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Aliquam justo quam, porta
et, lacinia vel, molestie ac,
arcu. Curabitur in urna.
Donec eu sapien. Vestibulum
suscipit. Etiam lorem. Donec

purus. Etiam odio nisi,
semper nec, feugiat eget,
faucibus vel, turpis. Nam
tincidunt placerat felis.

Phasellus ac ante nec nunc
lobortis malesuada. Donec
ac massa. Morbi id tellus.
Cras vel felis. Pellentesque
lacus pede, pretium at,
elementum in, ullamcorper
in, pede. Cras neque nunc,
dapibus ut, sodales sit amet,
cursus at, velit. In vit velit
sit amet metus vulputate
consectetuer. Fusce eu nibh.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Aliquam justo quam, porta
et, lacinia vel, molestie ac,
arcu. Curabitur in urna. Do-
nec eu sapien. Vestibulum
suscipit. Etiam lorem. Donec
purus. Etiam odio nisi, sem-
per nec, feugiat eget, fauci-
bus vel, turpis. Nam tinci-
dunt placerat felis. Phasel-
lus ac ante nec nunc lobortis
malesuada. Donec ac massa.
Morbi id tellus. Cras vel fe-
lis. Pellentesque lacus pede,
pretium at, elementum in, ul-
lamcorper in, pede. Cras ne-
que nunc, dapibus ut, soda-
les sit amet, cursus at, ve-
lit. In vit velit sit amet me-
tus vulputate consectetuer.
Fusce eu nibh.
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CAN TAKE OUR HOM
N TAKE OUR FAMILI
AKE OUR LAND:

BUT FOR GOD'S SAKE
DON'T TAKE MY FontBo:
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typesetting, word processing, and desktop publishing systems
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the trinity of typography

1. esthetics: what is pleasing for the eye
2. tradition: how people did it before

3. logic: what the content dictates
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how do we get the credit for this course?

assessment

to get the credit for this course

you have to pass the written examination at the end of the term
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to get the credit for this course

you have to pass the written examination at the end of the term, note that
this exam is only offered in spring terms

to pass the written examination, you may

> attend the lectures, take notes, study them afterwards
> study the handouts (downloadable from the course’s home page)

> study the extra resources specified in the handouts and the course’s
home page

> ask questions from the instructors
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URL

course's web page

http://seas.elte.hu/w/lcourses/typography
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